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Growing  Churches  2009  to  expand  topics 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
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-  some  who  came  from  far 
beyond  the  local  area.  This 
gives  us  a  great  base  on 
which  to  buila  for  next  year." 

Glorieta  on  the..Guff,  the 
2008  GiowifS;  Churches 

Conference,  featured  125 
topics  and  85  instructors 

from  Mississippi  and  across 
the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention.  With  the  ses¬ 
sions  spread  all  around  die 
artidpants  were 
loose  among  the 


church,  partidpi 

able  to  cn< - - 

topics  and  times 
and  attend  only 
sions  that  addre 
specific  ministries. 

"I  believe  it  was  one  of -  — 

the  best  Growing  Churches  Conferences  sessions,  which  had  to  be  moved  to  larg-  ule,  Hicks  said, 
since  I  came  in  1995,"  Shows  said.  "It  er  rooms  because  of  overwhelming  be  Mickey  Dal 
was  well-organized,  and  I  heard  a  lot  of  demand.  'Spanish-language  ministries  Mississippi  Bap 
comments  such  as,  'This  is  giving  me  are  booming  in  the  state,  and  will  be  an  of  First  Church, 
what  I've  been  looking  for."  important  part  of  Mississippi  Baptist  "Growing  C 

Shows  said  he  was  surprised  with  the  ministries  in  the  future."  inspirational  i 

reception  given  the  Spanish-language  Shows  expressed  appreciation  for  the  ences  led  by  s< 


mini-conference  on  May  30  at  Temple 

Church,  Hattiesburg.  For  more  information  on  the  2009  Growing 

The  2009  conference  in  Tupelo  will  Churches  Conference,  contact  Lee  Association 
add  a  worship  service  to  the  sched-  at  (662)  566-1700.  E-mail:  lcbaOlwol.com. 


GROWINGCHURCHES 


Christmas  is 


The  Light  in  the  storm 


huned  on  the  large,  bright  light  inside. 
Within  •  few  seconds,  a  couple  of  die  birds 
found  their  way  to  the  light  and  the  safety 
of  the  bam.  Wimin  a  few  minutes,  more  of 
die  birds  had  reached  shelter. 

To  the  fanner's  dismay,  however  the 
remainder  of  the  flock  stayed  right  where 
they  were.  This  ting  their  own  instincts  in  the 
midst  of  grave  danger  they  shunned  the  life- 
saving  light  in  the  bam  until  it  was  too  late. 
They  died  an  agonizing  death  in  the  snow. 

So  it  is  with  God  and  His  plans  for  us. 
In  the  midst  of  our  earthly  confusion  and 
turmoil  He  opened  wide  the  doors  of 
heaven,  but  we  didn't  rush  in.  He  tried 
to  lead  us,  but  we  didn't  follow. 
Somehow,  we  missed  all  the  signals  of 
his  concern  for  us  until  He  turned  on  the 
Light  (John  8:12). 

Christians  have  seen  that  Light,  and 
have  been  saved.  Many  more  people 
have  not  seen  that  Licht  though  and 


I  doses  out  yet  another  extraordl- 
-f-  ,  nary  year  in  the  annals  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  life,  and  life  in  gener¬ 
al.  Events  have  transpired  in  2008  that 
we  could  not  have  possibly  antidpated 
in  the  last  few  days  of  2007. 

Yes,  2006  has  been  an  eventful  year.  Life 
has  many  ways  of  surprising  us  —  and 
shocking  us.  It  seems  appropriate  to  be  cel¬ 
ebrating  die  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  in 
the  midst  of  all  the  world's  turmoil  and 

■tragedy  and  anxious  anticipation 
for  die  future,  for  it  is  into  just 
such  an  environment  that  He 
«me  to  offer  the  peace  for  whidi 
the  world  even  today  so  desper¬ 
ately  yearns. 

It  is  supremely  sad  that  die 
answer  to  that  veamimr  con  tin- 
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allowed  the  watering  down  of 
Christian  faith,  belief  and  prac¬ 
tice.  We  have  moved  to  great 
tolerance  and  political  correct¬ 
ness  in  our  society  so  that 
whatever  anyone  believes  spir¬ 
itually,  everything  is  okay. 

In  doing  this,  every  false  reli¬ 
gion,  worship-anything  faith, 
no-god  faith  (atheism),  and  any 
other  "ism"  is  more  important 
that  a  relationship  with  the  living 
God.  Thus,  is  there  any  surprise 
that  in  our  U.S.  society  the  greet¬ 
ing  of  the  December  celebration 
season  is  "Happy  Holidays?" 

Christians  know  that 
Christmas  is...  Jesus! 

What  do  we  do?  How  can 
we  respond?  Tell  the  great  story 
of  faith,  hope,  and  love  from  a 
loving  Heavenly  Father  that 
sent  His  only  Son  to  take  on 
human  flesh  by  being  bom  to  a 
young  virgin  woman;  to  live  a 
sinless  life  and  present  a  Godly 
example;  who  at  the  age  of  33 
years  died  on  a  cruel  Roman 
cross  for  the  human  debt  of  sin 
against  a  Holy  God;  with  His 
shed  blood  redeemed  (bought 
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What  is' 
Christmas? 

By  Carl  Myers 
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Pearl  River  Association 

Edict  may  spell  end  of  Chinese  churches 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
China's  ministry  of  civil 
affairs  has  issued  a  statement 
calling  for  the  elimination  of 
the  Chinese  House  Church 
Alliance,  according  to  reports 
circulated  by  China  Aid 
Association  and  Voice  of  the 
Martyrs,  a  move  some  say 
"could  well  cause  the  abolish¬ 
ment  of  all  the  Christian 
house  churches"  in  the  com¬ 
munist  country. 

It  has  been  found  through 
investigations  that  the 
'Chinese  House  Church 
Alliance'  is  not  registered,  and 
it  engages  in  activities  in  the 
name  of  a  social  organization 
without  authorization,"  said 
the  statement,  which  includes 
the  official  seal  of  die  ministry 
of  civil  affairs.  "...  This  agency 
has  hereby  made  the  decision 
to  abolish  the  'Chinese  House 
Church  Alliance.’" 

The  alliance,  led  by  Zhang 
"Pastor  Bike"  Zhang 

Mingxuan,  was  established  in 
2005  and  has  been  engaging  in 
Christian  missionary  work  and 
charity  activities,  according  to 
the  U.S-based  China  Aid 
Association  Dec.  9. 

News  of  the  crackdown  fol¬ 
lows  harsh  rhetoric  by  Zhou 
Yongkang,  the  leader  of  the 
Cental  Political  and 

Legislative  Committee  within 
the  Communist  Party,  who  in 
recent  months  called  for 
"extraordinary  measures  to  be 
taken  against  house  churches." 

News  reports  did  not  indi¬ 
cate  whether  the  two  occur¬ 
rences  were  directly  linked. 

"The  Chinese  House  Church 
Alliance  has  always  abided  by 
the  principles  of  'serving  die 
church,  committed  to  the  soci¬ 
ety,  concerned  about  public 
interests  and  engaging  in 
activities  in  accordance  with 
law,'"  stated  a  declaration 
against  the  abolishment, 
signed  by  15  Christian  legal 
professionals  in  China. 

The  declaration  added  that 
the  alliance  conforms  with  die 
Chinese  constitution  which 
states,  "Citizens  of  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  enjoy  free¬ 
dom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  of 
assembly,  of  association,  of 


Srofession  and  of 
emonstration." 

"All  types  of 
gatherings  by 
house  churches 
and  Christians  are 
the  basic  form  of 
expression  of  die 
Christian  belief 
and  should  not  be 
subject  to  unjust 
restriction  or 
deprivation,"  the 
legal  profession¬ 
als  wrote.  "...If 
this  order  of  abol¬ 
ishment  continues 
to  be  used  in 
other  expanded 
areas,  this  could 
well  cause  the 
abolishment  of  all 
the  Christian 
house  churches." 

China  Aid  FATHER  - 
reported  that  Bike"  and  d 
Zhang,  who  has  janjnthfcfii 
been  imprisoned  i6,accordir 
repeatedly  for  en  several  tir 
preaching  the  jnationofth 

Gospel,  was  _ 

detained  by  four 
officers  in  Henan  province 
Nov.  28.  Authorities  demand¬ 
ed  that  he  sign  the  ministry’s 
statement,  but  he  refused.  On 
the  same  day,  Zhang's  wife 
and  17  other  Christians  — 
including  an  American 
reporter  —  who  were  wor¬ 
shiping  ih  Zhang's  home  also 
were  detained.  Government 
officials  confiscated  Bibles 
and  personal  property  and 
later  released  the  Christians, 
China  Aid  said. 

On  Dec.  4,  Zhang  and  his 
attorney  went  to  file  an 
administrative  statement  of 
complaint  against  the  govern¬ 
ment's  decision  to  abolish  the 
house  church  alliance,  but  die 
local  court  declined  to  accept 
the  case.  Court  officials 
denied  that  a  legal  document 
had  been  issued  regarding  the 
churches,  China  Aid  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  "this  is  a  tactic  used 
by  government  officials  to 
protect  government  interests 


FATHER  AND  SON  —  Zhang  Mingxuan  (right),  known  affectionately  as  "fbstor 
Bike"  and  chairman  of  the  Chinese  House  Church  Alliance,  talks  with  his  son  Zhang 
]ian  in  this  file  photo.  Zhang  Jian  was  severely  beaten  by  Chinese  security  officials  Oct. 
1 6,  according  to  the  China  Aid  Association,  and  his  father  has  been  detained  and  beat¬ 
en  several  times  in  recent  years.  The  communist  government  is  now  calling  for  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  the  Chinese  House  Church  Alliance.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  China  Aid) 


emment  officials  in  October 
when  he  tried  to  intervene  in 
the  officials'  harassment  of  his 
mother.  The  son's  right  eye 
was  severely  wounded,  his 
nose  bone  and  eye  bone  were 
broken,  and  he  was  uncon¬ 
scious  for  a  time. 

An  update  on  his  status 
was  not  available  on  the 
China  Aid  website. 

Meanwhile,  China  Aid 
released  an  update  on  Shi 
Weihan,  the  Christian  book¬ 
store  owner  who  has  been 
imprisoned  since  March  for 
distributing  Bibles  and  other 
literature.  No  charges  have 
been  filed  against  him,  and 
Chinese  law  permits  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  hold  him  up  to 


and  has  lost  a  considerable 
amount  of  weight  in  prison, 
but  since  China  Aid's  last 
report  in  September,  he 
appears  to  be  in  better  health 
and  receiving  his  medication. 

"Friends  report  that  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  lead  fellow  prisoners 
to  the  Lord,"  China  Aid  said. 

The  watchdog  group  said 
President  Bush  is  personally 
aware  of  Shi's  case  and  has 
requested  periodic  updates  on 
his  status.  Also,  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  Beijing  has 
expressed  concern  over  Shi 
and  Zhang,  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State  men¬ 
tioned  Zhang  by  name  in  a 
news  release  Oct.  23. 

"We  are  concerned  about  a 


denied  that  a  legal  document  China  Aid  said, 
had  been  issued  regarding  the  "Recently  friends  of  China 
churches,  China  Aid  said,  not-  Aid  visited  Christian  prisoner 
ing  that  "this  is  a  tactic  used  Shi  Weihan's  family  and 
by  government  officials  to  reported  to  China  Aid  about 
protect  government  interests  the  family's  situation  and 
and  to  delay  responsible  ongoing  persecution  by  the 
actions  on  this  case."  Chinese  government"  the  Dec. 

Slang's  oldest  son  was  bru-  9  news  release  said.  "...Shi 
tally  beaten  by  Chinese  gov-  Weihan  suffers  from  diabetes 


three  years  without  charges,  pattern  of  intimidation  of  reli 


gious  freedom  and  rule  of  law 
advocates  and  their  family 
members,"  the  state  depart¬ 
ment  said.  "We  urge  China  to 
honor  those  international 
human  rights  instruments  to 
which  it  is  a  signatory  that 

Srotect  the  rule  of  law,  free- 
om  of  expression,  and  free¬ 
dom  of  religion." 


Plans  are  made  for  YouthLink  2000,  a  three-day  event  Dec.  29  -31 
which  plans  to  draw  200,000  students  to  sewn  different  cities: 
Anaheim,  Atlanta.  Denver,  Houston,  Philadelphia.  St.  Louis,  and 
Tampa,  all  linked  by  satellite,  to  celebrate  New  Year’s  Eve. 


First  Church,  Laurel,  celebrates  its  100th  anniversary  by  entering  a 
float  in  the  Laurel  Christmas  parade.  The  float  depicts  an  old-fasn- 
ioned  preacher  with  an  old-fashioned  congregation  at  one  end,  and 
modern-day  carolers  in  front  of  a  modern-day  church  at  the  other. 


Southern  Seminary  is  placed  on  probation  by  the  American 
Association  of  Theological  Schools  for  one  year  because  of  a  contro¬ 
versy  between  the  school’s  administrators  and  the  faculty  which 
resulted  in  the  dismissal  of  13  professors. 
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]esus  Christ 


Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
8  have  sinned. ) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(f  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (f 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

* But  as  many  as  received  him. 


but  as  many  as  recenea  him. 
to  them  he  gate  me  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  eten  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (lohn  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


December  18, 
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"Y e*»"  when  and  where  did  you 
meet  Him?  What  happened  in 
your  life  when  you  came  to 
know  God's  Son  as  Savior? 
Christmas  is  Jesus!  It  was,  it  is, 
and  it  always  will  be,  but  do 
you  know  Him?  If  you  do  not, 
mv  wish  list  includes  this 


WISH  LIST 


will  be,  but  do 


my  wish  list 

moment  for  you  where  you  can 
pause  and  invite  Him  into  your 
heart.  Your  Christinas  prayer 
could  be  something  like  this: 

_ _  "Lord  Jesus,  I  know  I  have 

able  to  send  and  sup-  sinned.  I  know  that  you  came 


Jim  Futral,  t 
Mississippi 
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By  Chari**  Mara,  1932  *  2004 
©2005 


we  would  like  for  each  of  you  would  indude  port  missionaries  that  are  going  to  die  for  my  sins.  Right  now,  1 
ing  what  we  some  of  those  things  that  money  everywhere  with  the  Gospel  of  trust  my  life,  my  future,  and  my 
hng  out  things  cannot  buy  Jesus.  This  Christmas,  one  of  the  all  into  your  hands.  Forriveme 

t  get  Around  Peace  —  Our  world  seems  to  joys  that  you  can  experience  is  and  save  me  right  now. 
ines  and  wants  be  in  chaos.  Everywhere  you  not  from  something  you  get  but  If  you  praved  that  prayer; 
han  the  reality  turn,  there  is  some  new  emotion-  from  something  you  give.  Your  the  greatest  of  all  gifts  now  is 
ould  receive.  aOy-charged,  heartbreaking,  and  participation  in  the  Lottie  Moon  within  you.  Merry  Christmas! 
it,  I  realize  that  overwhelming  experience  or  dis-  Christmas  Offering  for  ‘ 

te  joy,  and  the  aster.  It  may  be  fires  that  seem  to  International  Missions  will  The  author  cm  be  contacted  at 
as  Dig  as  or  ravage  the  western  coastline  truly  honor  die  Lord  and  will  jfutnUOmbcborg. 
an  the  gifts  repeatedly,  terrorists  striking  in  create  a  spiritual  attachment 
r  the  wish  list  India,  or  a  financial  debacle  that  between  you  and  missionaries 
and  fun  time  those  folks  who  are  in  a  position  around  our  globe. 
iristmas.  My  to  know  all  of  the  inner  workings  Person  —  Of  all  of  the  things 


WXM  LZYPY  HWOY  W 
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about  the  economy  do  not  seem  that  you  may  want  and  all  of 
to  have  a  due  as  to  what  to  do  to  the  things  that  you  may  need, 
help  us  recover.  In  die  face  of  any  nothing  is  more  important  than 
ana  all  of  those  things  plus  thou-  to  have  a  personal  relationship 
sands  of  others,  peace  is  still  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Himself, 
available.  The  problem  is  that  it  When  James  said,  "Every  good 
is  not  die  kind  of  peace  that  most  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  comes 
people  want  or  demand.  It  is  not  from  above"  (Jam.  1:1/),  he  was 
obtained  by  simply  paying  off  a  describing  any  and  all  things 
bill,  finding  a  new  relationship,  that  God  provides  for  us,  but 
or  getting  a  new  job.  Rather,  it  is  supremely  the  gift  of  His  Son 
a  peace  mat  comes  from  knowing  Jesus.  In  Romans  Paul  said, 
that  you  know  the  Lord  and  that  "The  wages  of  sin  is  death;  but 
you  are  living  in  die  center  of  His  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
sweet  and  gracious  will.  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord" 

Participation  —  Among  die  (Rom.  6:23).  If  you  know  Jesus, 
great  needs  of  a  human  being  is  you  are  ready  to  live  and  you 
die  need  to  be  useful  and  to  reel  are  ready  to  cue.  Life  is  centered 
as  though  you  are  genuinely  a  in  a  personal  and  wonderful 
part  of  something  that  is  signifi-  relationship  with  him.  If  some- 
cant  Well  friends,  my  wish  for  one  were  to  just  walk  up  to  you 

and  ask,  "Do  you  know  Jesus?" 
what  would  you  say?  If  you 
said,  "No,"  the  fact  is  that  today 
you  can  know  Him.  If  you  said, 


OWPV  KXY:  YRYUYX 


FULL-TIME  MINISTRY  ASSISTANT 

needed:  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church-,' 
5950  Terry  Road,  Byram,  MS  39272, 
601-372-0132.  Send  resume  to 
lamieOhillcrestbyram.org, 

www.hHlcrestbyram.ora _ 

NEW  ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  part-time,  bi-vocational 
worship  leader/music  minister.  Please 
mail  resume  to:  Mufic  Search  Team, 
12023  New  Zion  Road,  Crystal 
Springs,  MS  39059  or  email  to: 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week* 
puzzle:  Cokxsians  Four:  One 


BABY  room,  during  all  services.  Mail 
resume  to  Kathy  Bayles,  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church,  5950  Terry  Rd.,  Byram, 
MS  39272. 


their  children,  said  in  his  message  ence  in  our  dirndl 
that  they  did  not  have  everything  being  a  part  of  a 
that  money  could  buy  but  they  force  that  is  seekinj 
had  everything  that  money  can-  people  group  on  l 
not  buy.  What  an  incredible  tell  them  about  Jes 
statement  and  what  a  significant  be  an  overwhelm! 
thing  for  a  family  to  realize.  Too  sible  task  —  anc 
many  families  are  just  die  strength  as  an  inc 
reverse.  They  have  so  much  of  tainly  is  —  but 
what  money  can  purchase  and  so  joined  together  an 


Rives,  Leavell  &  Co. 

1439  Lelim  Drive  Jackson ,  Mississippi  39216 

1.800.748.8877 

www.rivesleaveU.com 
Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 


(A  Southern  Beptiet  Congregation) 
Si ortg^t^te  ^ ^te 
lesne  Dm:  September  10.  2O0S 

Only  $275,000  Remaining 


HOW  TO  USE  tIFI  INSURANCE  CONDO  IN  GATIINBURC  FOR  RENT: 

while  you're  alive!  Discover  the  little  2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  walk- 
known  secrets  that  most  agents  don't  ing  distance  to  parkway,  S70.<Xynite. 
know.  Protect  your  family!*!  as**  C»  for ‘"gfj {S/oiV, 

Free  Report  800-443-0641.  Legacy  Ema" 

CQtlp  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE:  3.9 
CHURCH  PEWS-  12  FOOT  SOLID  s  q  in  Kin  mnmtik, 


Invest  In 
America's 
Churches l 


Irene  Dm:  Augmet  13, 2H$ 

Only  $ 232,250  Remaining 

Interest  Rates  RangetL55%  to  7.15% 

Bond  Maturity  Benge:!  4.3  years  te  39  yean 

ire  evmUmble  In  mutapte  of  1259.  Those  bonds  may  he 


business  liquidations  and  real  etiate.  VW 
sell  in  30  (fays.  Nick  Clark,  R.E.  broker,  auc¬ 
tioneer,  11145.  Call  601-317-2536, 
www.nldcdarkauctkyis.com. _ 


Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements, 
vtnyi  SK»n&  windows,  menu  ana  snmgie 
roofs,  patio  Often,  screen  and  0ass  rooms. 
601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebtwy  owners 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Datign,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  601-483-7958  or 
call  800-368-2705. 


Heartland  state  battling  same  sex  marriage  ruling 


DES  MOINES,  Iowa  (BP)— 
Iowa's  Supreme  Court  heard 
oral  arguments  Dec.  9  in  a  close¬ 
ly  watched  case  that  could  make 
it  the  third  state  —  and  easily 
the  moat  conservative  one  yet  — 
to  recognize  same  sex  marriage. 

The  seven  justices  considered 
the  case  more  than  a  year  after  a 
lower  court  judge,  Robert  B. 


Hanson,  struck  down  the  state's 
pertinent  laws  and  ordered  it  to 
legalize  same  sex  marriage.  The 
decision  was  appealed. 

The  high  court  asked  tough 
questions  of  both  sides  for  100 
minutes  and  save  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  when  they  might  rule. 
If  oral  arguments  are  any  indi¬ 
cation,  the  vote  could  be  close. 

Justice  Brent  R. 
Appel  asked 

Assistant  Polk 
County  Attorney 
Roger  Kuhle,  who 
was  defending  the 
current  law,  if  he 
believed  children  in 
traditional  house¬ 
holds  would  be 
harmed  if  the  state 
legalized  same  sex 
marriage.  Kuhle  con¬ 
sistently  argued  in 
court  that  changing 
the  marriage  laws 
could  have  a  dramat¬ 
ic  impact  on  society. 

Kuhle  said  tne 
current  marriage 
laws  are  needed  to 
promote  children 
being  raised  by  a 
mother  and  father. 
"One  could  easily 
argue,  and  we  do. 


that  the  state,  by  fostering  same- 
sex  marriage,  will  harm  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  marriage  as  we  know  it 
and  could  demit  its  vital  pur¬ 
poses...  If  the  court  upheld  the 
bial  court's  ruling,  we're  not 
going  to  see  any  changes  tomor¬ 
row,  next  week,  next  year,  prob¬ 
ably  not  for  a  generation. 

''When  the  state  says  that  it's 
not  relevant  who  rakes  a  child- 
people  will  see  or  could  come  to 
believe  that  if  if s  not  necessary 
for  a  child  to  have  its  biological 
mother  or  its  biological  father; 
then  what’s  the  need  tor  even  get¬ 
ting  married?  The  state  will  be 
teaidling  that  if  s  not  necessary." 

Mum  to  the  delight  of  social 
conservative  attorneys,  Kuhle's 
office  embraced  the  argument 
that  the  unique  procreative  abili¬ 
ties  of  opposite-sex  couples  are  at 
the  heart  of  traditional  marriage 
laws.  That  stands  in  contrast  to 
examples  in  other  state  courts 
where  attorneys  opposed  to 
same  sex  marriage  have  avoided 
the  procreation  argument. 

"How  does  a  father  teach  a 
daughter,  a  girl,  to  be  a  woman?" 
Kuhle  asked.  "How  does  a 
woman  teach  a  boy  to  be  a  man? 
Our  experts  don't  believe  that 
that  is  ideally  done  or  well  done 
by  a  person  of  the  same  sex." 


Kuhle  also  argued  the  issue 
was  one  "for  the  legislature  to 
decide,"  and  not  the  courts. 

The  lawsuit  was  filed  in 
December  2005  on  behalf  of  six 
same-sex  couples  by  Lambda 
Legal,  a  homosexual  activist 
group.  Iowa  was  targeted  in 
part  because  of  die  court's 
makeup  and  in  part  because 
lowas  constitution  is  difficult 
to  amend,  requiring  the  legisla¬ 


ture  first  to  OK  an  amendment 
before  it  goes  to  voters. 

Unlike  30  other  states 
including;  Mississippi,  Iowa 
does  notnave  a  constitutional 
marriage  amendment,  and  the 
legislature  has  been  cold  to  die 
idea.  Democrats  control  die 
state  House  and  Senate.  Iowa 
would  become  the  first  state  in 
the  heartland  to  grant  marriage 
licenses  to  same-sex  couples. 


Ralph  Stovall  passed  away  Dec  3  after  a  lengthy 
were  Dec  5  at  Twin  Lakes  Cnurdv  Horn  Lake.  His 
Marks.  He  held  a  BA  degree  in 
rustory  from  Mississippi  Louege 
and  an  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Southwestern  Seminary. 

While  a  student  at  MC  he  pas- 
tored  Oil  City  Church,  Oil  City 
and  Branch  Church,  Morton.  He 
also  pastored  churches  in  Texas 
and  Tennessee,  and  Horn  Lake 
Church  in  Horn  Lake.  During  this 
time  he  was  active  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
and  served  a  term  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Carolyn 
Stovall,  his  sons  Gary  Stovall  and 
Philip  Stovall  his  daughter  Teresa 
Hariand,  and  six  grandchildren.  Stovall 


New  Orleans  Seminary  to  offer  bivo  music  ministers7  course 


-'  JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — ' 
January  12  begins  die  seventh 
of  eight  courses  at  six  locations 
in  Mississippi  sponsored  by 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
Providence  Learning  Center, 
the  seminary's  conferencing 
and  continuing  education 
office. 

The  course.  Study  of  Church 
Music  Resources,  will  meet 
once  s  week  for  two  hours  for 
eight  consecutive  weeks  at  die 
following  locations  and  times: 

•  Broadmoor  Church, 

Madison,  beginning  January  19 
(6:30-8:30  p.m.;.  Jimmy 

McCaleb,  teacher  (601)  924-1233. 

•  First  Church,  Booneville, 
beginning  January  20  (7-9 
p.m.).  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher, 
(662)  728-6272. 

•  North  crest  Church, 
Meridian,  beginning  January  13 
(6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Buddy  McElroy, 
teacher,  (601)  938-8668. 

•  First  Church, 
Greenwood,  beginning 
January  20  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 


Bouchillon,  teacher. 


Barry  BOucntUOi 
(662;  897-3075. 

•  Easthaven  Church, 
Brookhaven,  beginning  January 
12  (7-9  pjn.).  Mark  Hamilton, 
teacher  (601)  894-5848. 

•  Handsboro  Church, 
Gulfport,  beginning  January  20 
(7-9  p.m.).  Louis  White,  teacher, 
(228)896-3796. 

There  is  a  one-time  enroll¬ 
ment  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of 
each  course  is  $125.00.  A  $60.00 
scholarship  is  available  for  all 
first-time  students.  Students 
already  enrolled  are  not  eligi¬ 
ble.  The  grant  is  limited  to  one 
person  per  church. 

The  eight  courses  are 
designed  to  provide  basic  train¬ 
ing  for  bi vocational  music  direc¬ 
tors  and  other  music  leaders  in 
churches.  The  cycle  of  courses  if 
scheduled  over  a  two-year  peri* 
od.  The  eight  courses  meet  tw<j 
hours  per  week.  Each  course  i| 
eight  weeks  in  length.  Each 
course  is  independent  and  has 
no  prerequisite.  Each  student 


MS  Audio  Lie 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Holes  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


who  completes  the  eight  courses 
earns  a  certificate  from 
Providence  Learning  Center. 

The  eight  courses  in  the  cyde 
are  Song  Leading;  Worship 
Planning;  Reading  Music 
Rhythm/ Pitch;  Reading  Music 


Harmony /Melocfy;  Hymnology; 
Music  Administration /Staff 

Relations;  Survey  of  Church 
Music  Resources;  and  Gass  Voice. 

For  more  information,  contact 
he  teachers  listed  above  or 
Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church  Music 


Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  PO.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (610)  292-3273  or  toO- 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext  273.  E-mail:  jmm- 
caleb9mbcb.org. 


Executive  Committee  selects  officers 


The  newlv-seated  2008-09  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
meeting  in  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  on  December  ?,  elected  Hal  Bates  (center),  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Collinsville,  to  serve  as  chairman.  Chosen  to  serve  with  Bates  were  vice-chairman 
Buddy  Huff  (right),  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  secretary  Bobby  Kirk,  member  of 
Roundaway  Church,  Doddsville.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


i  Baptist  Convention  Board, 


December  18, 2008 


The  Baptist  Record 


1.  Foy  and  Combs 


..  . 


1.  Bethel  Church,  Brandon, 
ordained  Casey  Foy  as  dea¬ 
con  Dec.  7.  Shown  are  Foy 
and  padtor  Darby  Combs. 

2.  Hathom  Church,  Goss, 

will  hold  its  first  annual 
Bible  celebration  Dec.  28  - 
31.  Sun.,  11  a.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  6:30  p.m..  Free 

Bibles  distributed  New 
Year's  Eve.  Don  Taylor, 
speaker;  Duke  &  Linda 


Barnes,  music. 

•“{xj  V  •  „  ■  ‘  T  •  ’•»  + 

3.  Stanton  Church,  Natchez, 
licensed  Matt  Smith  to  the 
ministry  Nov.  23.  Shown 
are  Smith  and  pastor 
Steve  Purvis. 

4.  THnity  Church, 

Vicksburg,  ordained  Phil 


Bratcher  as  deacons  Nov. 
30.  Shown  are  Grifffing, 
his  wife  Linda,  Bratcher, 
and  his  wife  Sandy. 

5.  Children  from  Grace 
Church,  Columbus,  recent¬ 
ly  delivered  cards  and  sang 
Christmas  songs  at  local 
nursing  homes.  Shown  are 


..a  . 


nirsing  h< 
he  partici 


ipants. 


6.  Stronghope  Church, 
Wesson,  recently  celebrat¬ 
ed  pastor  appreciation 
month  and  honored  their 


7.  Clark  and  Carlisle 


1.  Christina  ltd,  an  English  honors  student  and 
Johnny  Mattox,  chair  of  the  department  of  mathe¬ 
matics  and  natural  sciences,  have  been  named  the 
Blue  Mountain  College  HAEDWAE  (Higher 
Education  Appreciation  Day  /Working  for 
Academic  Excellence)  student  and  faculty  member 
for  2009. 


Daniel  Caldwell,  dean  of  the  Coo^er^School  of 


1.  Mattox  and  Teel 


The  Baptist  Record 
K  531  •  Jackson,  MS  392*5 


Missions  and  Biblical  Studies  at 


Carey 


University,  presents  Matt  Warren,  a  junior  nursing 
majot  with  the  E  R.  Pinson  Scholarship  from  die 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education.  Wkrten  plans  to 
serve  in  medical  missions.  He  is  from  Calhoun  City 
and  has  served  as  a  youth  intern  at  his  home 
church.  First  Church,  Calhoun  City. 

The  Center  for  Creative  Scholars  at  William  Carey 
University  will  host  a  Creativity  Write-Down  for 
second  through  twelfth  graders  Saturday,  January 
31  from  9  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  in  the  Thomas  Business 
Building  on  foe  Hattiesburg  campus.  The  cost  of  foe 


2.  Caldwell  and  Warren 


workshop  is  $30  and  indudes  tuition,  lunch  and 
instructional  materials.  The  fee  Is  due  January  14. 
For  more  information  call  (601)  318-6205  or  email 
rdlketOwmcarey.edu. 

For  foe  seventh  consecutive  year,  Blue  Mountain 
College  has  been  named  a  Champions  of  Character 
institution  by  foe  National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics.  The  NALA  selects  schools 
for  foe  honor  by  Judging  student  athletes,  coaches, 
faculty,  administration  and  supporters  in  five  areas: 
respect,  responsibility,  integrity,  servant  leadership 
ana  sportsmanship.  The  Champions  of  Character 
program  is  designed  to  instill  an  understanding  of 
character  values  in  sport  and  provide  practical  tools 
for  student-athletes,  coaches  and  parents  to  use  In 
modeling  exemplary  character  traits. 

Janet  Williams  of 
Biloxi  is  the  new  asso- 
riate  dean  of  nursing 
for  extended  campus¬ 
es  at  William  Carey 
University.  She  will  be 
responsible  for  general 
oversight  of  the  nurs¬ 
ing  programs  in 
Gulfport  and  New 
Orleans  and  will  direct 
all  nursing  programs 
on  the  coast  campus. 


5.  Williams 


Mission:  Dignity. 

They  cajl  tt  Dignity.  We  call  it  a  Mission. 

[  Support  Mhsion:  Dignity  and  HMp  Those  Who  Have  Given  So  Much  ] 

S»ofe- •  *■.-  • 

GukfeStone's  MesiorcOiQnity  provides  critical  financial  assistance  to  thousands  tftMired  Southern 

m  . MWmrgmfWtW  f 

MissioaDignity  halpstnany  of  our  recipients  pay  for  the  basic  necessities  of  life.  For  some,  it  means  not  having  to  choose  between  food  and 


Cal  1-888-96-GUIDE  (1-80^90^8433)  or  visit  us* 


Mission:  Dignity 


more  Wbmwrtion  or  to  donate  with  a  major  credrt  cart  or  eleclronc  funds  transfer. 
To  send  a  gift  make  your  check  payable  to  QuideStor*  designated  for  Missk3n:Dignity.  and  mail  it  to: 

MissioniDignity 

‘  GutdeStone  Financial  Resources  SBC 

2401  Cedar  Springs  Rd. 
Dallas.  TX  75201-1498 


Ch: 
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Pres.  Bush  taken  to  woodshed  for  theological  gaffes 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Evangelicals  formed  part  of  President 
Bush's  base  during  his  two  campaigns 
and  have  been  some  of  his  staunchest 
supporters,  but  thev  likely  could  do 
without  comments  he  made  to  ABCs 
Nightline  program  in  which  he  said, 
among  other  things,  that  there  are 
multiple  ways  to  God. 

It's  not  the  first  time  Bush  has  said 
something  publicly  that  falls  outside 
the  bounds  of  Christian  orthodoxy.  In 
2003  he  told  a  news  conference  he 
believes  Christians  and  Muslims  wor¬ 
ship  the  same  God  —  a  belief  he  has 
repeated  at  least  twice,  including  dur- 
ing  the  Nightline  interview. 

During  the  Dec.  8  ABC  program, 
co-anchor  Cynthia  McFadden  asked 
the  president  if  he  believes  that  his 
prayers  are  directed  to  the  same  God 
"that  a  Muslim  prays  to." 

"I  do,"  Bush  said. 

"That's  gotten  you  in  some  trouble 
with  your  base,"  McFadden  responded. 

"Maybe  it  does,"  Bush  said.  "I  do 
believe  there  is  an  Almighty  that  is 
broad  and  big  enough,  loving  enough, 
that  can  encompass  a  lot  of  people.  I 
don't  think  God  is  a  narrow  concept.  I 
think  it's  a  broad  concept.  I  just  happen 
to  believe  die  way  to  God  is  through 
Christ,  and  others  have  different 
avenues  toward  God,  and  I  believe  we 
pray  to  the  same  Almighty  —  I  do." 

The  rest  of  the  interview  was  a 


mixed  bag  as  far  as  evangelicals  are 
concerned,  but  his  comments  on  the 
exclusivity  of  the  Gospel  have  caused 
the  most  consternation  among  evan¬ 
gelicals,  particularly  since  his  views 
stand  in  conflict  to  biblical  passages 
such  as  John  14:6  and  Acts  4:12. 


Richard  Land,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Ethics 
4i  Religious  Liberty  Commission  in 
Nashville,  said  that  upon  hearing 
Bush's  latest  comments,  he  had  the 
same  reaction  as  to  when  Bush  "has 
said  similar  things." 

"I  am  very  grateful  that  we  have  a 
president  who  is  a  person  of  personal 
and  deeply  committed  faith  In  Jesus 
Christ,  but  statements  like  these  remind 
us  that  he  is  indeed  commander-in- 
chief,  not  theologian-in-chief,"  Land 
told  Baptist  Press.  1  know  the  president, 
and  he  is  a  person  of  strong  faith  and 
has  sort  of  a  C.S.  Lewis  Basic 
Christianity  kind  of  faith  that  is  very 
deep  and  profound  in  his  personal  life, 
but  ne  is  not  a  theologian.  In  this  partic¬ 
ular  instance,  he  is  wrong. 

"The  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ  is  not  Allah,  and  there  are 
not  many  paths  to  God." 

Land  previously  told  Baptist  Press 
regarding  similar  comments  by  Bush, 
"Jesus  our  Savior  has  made  it  clear  that 
we  must  know  His  Father  through  faith 
in  Him  and  Him  alone." 

During  die  Nightline  interview  Bush 
also  was  asked  how,  in  discerning  God's 
will,  he  determines  whether  it's  actually 
God's  will  or  it's  Bush's  own  ego.  1 
think  one  way  you  make  sure  its  not 
your  ego  is  you  stay  in  the  Bible.  At  least 
that's  what  I  have  found,  and  I  am  still 
learning.  The  Bible  is  an  amazing  book."* 

Asked  if  the  Bible  is  "literally  true," 
Bush  said,  "Probably  not.  No,  I'm  not 
a  literalist  but  I  think  you  can  learn  a 
lot  from  it." 

McFadden  then  asked  if  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  to  "love  the  Bible"  and  also 
believe  in  evolution. 


BUSH,  LAND  DISAGREE  —  President  Gem  W.  Bush  (left 
the  2006  John  Leland  Religious  Liberty  Awaro  from  Richard 
the  SBC  Ethics  &  Religious  liberty  Commission  in  Nashville, 
critical  of  Bush  recently  for  remarks  he  made  that  seem  to  be 
lished  Christian  theology.  (BP  photo  Courtesy  of  by  Eric  Drape 


has  been 


White  House) 


"I  think  you  can  have  both.  Look, 


the  world.  I  think  the  creation  of  the 
world  is  so  mysterious  it  created  some¬ 
thing  as  large  as  an  Almighty  and  I  don't 
think  it's  Incompatible  with  die  scientif¬ 
ic  proof  that  there  is  evolution." 


Bush  also  said  that  his  faith,  along 
with  prayer,  "has  made  a  huge  differ¬ 
ent  in  my  life." 

"People  say.  Oh,  it's  just  a  crutch.' 
Well,  for  me,  it's  not  a  crutch.  For  me,  it 
is  the  realization  of  a  power,  of  a  univer¬ 
sal  God,  and  recognition  that  God  came 
manifested  in  human  [form]  and  then 
died  for  sins." 


Minister's  wives  gather,  hear  'Mary' 


National  WMU  plans 
cost-cutting  measures 


Rita  Sweatt  (right),  a  member  of  First  Church,  Amory,  performs  At  the  Feet  of  jesus,  a  mono¬ 
logue  of  the  Biblical  character  Mary  of  Bethany,  for  the  Ministers'  Wives  Conference  in  the 
Chapel  of  First  Church,  jackson.  The  conference  Is  held  each  year  prior  to  the  start  of  the  annu 
al  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  in  addition  to  the  35-minute  monologue 
Sweatt's  presentation  included  a  second  session  on  Listening  and  Loving  at  the  Feet  of  jesus 
Sweatt's  husband  Lloyd  pastors  First  Church,  Amory.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


of  Bethany,  for  the  Ministers'  Wives  Conference  in  the 
inference  fs  held  each  year  prior  to  the  start  of  the  annu- 
Convention.  In  addition  to  the  35-minute  monologue, 

a  •  ||.  ■_  J  |  I  .  .  I  mm  /  |  W 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
With  the  US.  economy  project¬ 
ed  to  worsen  in  2009,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  auxiliary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  has  announced  a  series  of 
measures  to  ensure  the  organi¬ 
zation  can  retain  its  staff  and 
stay  focused  on  its  mission  of 
involving  children,  youth,  and 
adults  in  the  Great  Commission. 

During  a  Dec.  10  meeting  at 
the  120-year-old  organization's 
Birmingham,  Al.,  headquar¬ 
ters,  WMU  Executive  Director 
Wanda  S.  Lee  told  employees 
about  the  measures,  which 
include  budget  reductions, 
streamlining  expenses,  a  hiring 
freeze  on  vacant  positions,  a 
reduction  on  employer  contri¬ 
butions  to  employee  retire¬ 
ment  plans,  a  freeze  on  merit 
pay  increases,  elimination  of 
Incentive  bonuses  in  2009,  and 
the  implementation  of  four 
weeks  unpaid  furlough  for 
each  staff  member  between 
January  and  August  2009. 

The  hiring  freeze  and  reduced 
retirement  contributions  will 
continue  until  Sept  30,  2009, 
according  to  a  Dec.  12  statement 
released  By  die  organization. 


WMU  leadership  focused 
on  avoiding  layoffs  and  keep¬ 
ing  health  insurance  afford¬ 
able  employees,  Lee  said. 

"Let  me  reinforce  our  oommit- 


The  Baptist  Record 


health  care  coverage  for  every 
person,"  Lee  told  the  employees. 
’'These  have  been  our  top  priori¬ 
ties  during  these  days  of  evaluat- 
ingour  financial  situation." 

The  steps  were  being  taken 
to  position  die  organization  to 
weather  difficult  financial  times 
predicted  by  economic  experts. 

"These  were  very  difficult 
decisions  to  make  and  difficult 
ones  for  our  staff  to  hear,"  Lee 
said,  "but  all  indicationas  are 
that  the  economic  picture  for 
our  nation  will  worsen  in  2009 
before  it  improves.  These  mea¬ 
sures  were  necessary  for  us  to 
rise  above  a  worst-case  scenario 
during  what  is  projected  to  be 
the  most  challenging  economic 
times  for  our  nation  since  the 
Great  Depression,"  Lee  said. 

Under  a  revised  2009  budget 
of  $9.6  million,  WMU  will  be  self- 
supporting  through  the  sale  of 
products  and  from  investments, 
according  to  the  statement. 


December  18, 2008 


Remembering  that  Jesus  is  the  Gfeal 
Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  yours  from 
j  Children's  Village  children,  staff  and 


Don't  Forget  Your  2008  Tax-Break 

All  financial  contributions  to  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
are  tax-deductible.  Please  make  sure  your  gift  is  received  or 
post-marked  no  later  than  December  31,  2008  to  receive 
tax  credit  for  this  year.  After  your  gift  is  received  and  post¬ 
ed,  The  BCV  will  send  you  a  receipt.  If  you  would  like  your 
gift  designated,  please  note  the  designation  in  the  memo  on 
your  ^Mdiyw  Include  a  note.  All  financial  contributions 
afetifela  the  BCV  Central  Headquarters  not  to 

■  ^dividual  campuses.  For  more 
! iFy „  £**:;■'  .  Information  contact  The  Baptist 

Sp^^K^^HfeChildrens  Village  at  601-922- 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Message  of  Missions 

Lake  2:8-12, 14-18,  25-32 


jgh  the  interlocked  InChrist  How  sad  it  is  when  Who  better  to  bring  clarity  to 
lof  the  opposing  Christians  choose  to  hurt  and  aU  of  these  issues  than  Jesus? 
l  If  this  was  accocn-  prey  on  fellow  believers.  Paul  used  the  life  of  Christ  to 

*d,  you  could  take  II.  Rehearsed  Rights  provide  a  reproach  to  churches 

rone  from  their  (Romans  14:15. 19*1)  for  all  generations.  We  see  in 

land  they  became  a  At  the  root  of  all  this  is  pride,  these  versesthe  urging  to  inru- 
of  your  team.  If  When  we  concern  ourselves  tale  Jesus.  With  all  of  our  buikl- 
failed  to  penetrate  with  critiquing  everyone  in  the  ings,  budgets,  and  beliefs,  how 
opposition  you  church,  we  begin  to  act  in  a  self  good  a  Job  are  we  doing  when  it 
ne  a  part  of  them.  It  righteous  manner.  One  primary  comes  b  resembling  the  Lord? 

simple  game  of  irKlication  of  a  prideful  attitude  There  is  no  more  crucial  calling 
■nina nee,  and  num-  is  the  constant  assertion  of  for  the  church  to  heed  than 
i  the  rival  team  one's  rights.  Many  would  modeling  and  sharing  with  our 
your  name,  you  rather  promote  their  individual  communities  and  neighbor¬ 
ly  weakest  link  to  causes  and  agendas  than  act  hoods  the  good  news  of  salva- 


Baptist  church  that  has  not  had  with  me. 

their  share  of  arguments  or  dis-  I.  Red  Rover  (Romans  14:1, 

sension.  What  is  both  shameful  10-12) 

and  ironic  are  those  individuals  Do  you  remember  the  rules 

that  eagerly  share  a  meal  with  of  the  childhood  game  red 

other  members  of  the  church,  rover?  The  rules  of  red  rover 

as  well  as  sow  seeds  of  discord  were  simple:  dominate  or  be 


(NASB).  those  around  him  or 


had  thecom- 


within  die  same  body  of  believ-  dominat 


and  1:37,  "For  nothing  will  be  her  in  a  most  unusual  way. 

>  the  impossible  with  Goa."  Elizabeth  knew  that  the  child 

nise  Believe  the  message  of  Mary  was  carrying  was  die 
his  Christinas  Lora!  Only  by  the  Holy  Spirit 

be  Mary  accepted  Gabriel's  could  Elizabeth  have  rerog- 
(2  message.  Sne  must  have  nixed  the  child.  Luke  1:39-45 

5)  is  known  it  would  change  her  (HCSB)  gives  details, 

•sus'  life  drastically.  If  the  message  Everyone  did  not  understand 

ides  came  from  God,  however,  it  Mary's  condition.  It  is  likely 

_  had  to  be  good.  She  agreed  that'  Mary  suffered  ridicule 

gen  A  modem  way  to  with  the  angel's  announce-  because  ot  her  condition. 

hear  the  message  of  ment  in  a  beautiful  unques-  I  spent  two  Christmases  in 
Christmas  is  to  see  the  movie  honing,  submissive  way.  Her  Israel.  Christmas  was  not  cel- 
The  Nativity"  and/or  to  read  blessedness  would  become  ebrated  in  most  places.  It  felt 
the  book  "The  Nativity"  by  her  sorrow,  however,  when  strange  to  see  people  going  to 
Angela  Hunt.  she  would  see  her  beloved  work  and  completely  ignoring 

Ask  About  the  Message  of  son  crucified.  the  Christmas  season.  There 

Christmas  All  of  us  should  submit  to  were  celebrations  in 

Mary's  question  to  Gabriel  God's  (dan  for  our  lives.  That  Bethlehem  and  Nazareth. 
"How  can  this  be?"  was  not  plan  includes  believing  God  Tourists  from  all  over  the 
Young  Jewish  girls  knew  asked  in  unbelief.  God  knows  sent  His  Son  into  the  world  to  world  go  to  Bethlehem  at 

that  some  day  one  of  them  our  thoughts  and  motivation,  save  us  from  our  sins.  Christmas  time.  Nazareth  has 

would  be  die  mother  of  the  Zacharialvs  question  to  Gabriel  Mary  acted  on  her  belief  by  enough  Christians  to  make  the 

Messiah.  There  could  be  no  was  unbelieving.  He  was  left  going  to  visit  Elizabeth.  It  is  celebration  known  there, 

higher  honor.  Mary  was  from  a  speechless.  In  contrast  Mary  unlikely  that  Mary,  probably  in  There  are  many  good  ways 

poor  but  pious  family.  She  was  was  tokl  "The  Holy  Spirit  will  her  early  teens,  would  nave  to  celebrate  Christmas.  Projects 
submissive  to  Gabriel's  come  upon  you,  ana  the  power  been  allowed  to  travel  alone  to  to  help  the  poor  are  all  around 

announcement  but  filled  with  of  the  Most  Higjn  will  overshad-  the  hill  country  of  Judea,  us.  Beautiful  music  will  be 

wonder.  Mary  was  betrothed  ow  you"  (Luke  1:35b  HCSB).  Perhaps  she  traveled  with  a  heard  in  our  churches  and  else- 

( engaged)  to  Joseph,  who  was  a  Mary  was  told  of  her  elder-  group  of  relatives  or  friends  where.  Families  gather  and 

descendant  of  David.  We  are  ly  relative,  Elizabeth,  who  was  going  that  way.  feast  together, 

not  given  Mary's  ancestry,  but  I  in  her  sixth  month  of  pregnan-  Celebrate  the  Message  of  Let  us  remember  that  "Jesus 

like  to  think  that  she,  too,  was  cy.  This,  too,  was  Goa's  inter-  Christinas  is  the  Reason  for  the  Season." 

from  die  house  of  David.  vention  in  the  history  of  When  Mary  entered  the 

We,  too,  are  filled  with  won-  mankind.  Gabriel  made  this  home  of  Zachariah  and  Rogers  is  a  member  of  Main 
der  when  we  think  of  the  powerful  statement  in  Luke  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth  greeted  Street  Church.  Hattiesburg . 


Explore  the  Bible 

For  Christmas 

Luke  1:26-38, 46-48, 54-55 

ce  G  Rogers _  Later  an  unnamed  angel 


ff  of  The  Baptist  Record  wishes  you  and  your  family  a  joyous  celebration  of  the  birth 
jord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  We  are  grateful  for  your  support 
ministry  of  information,  and  look  forward  to  being  a  part  of  your  2009  as  we  work  to- 
o  help  bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Wanted:  Missionaries 

Adi  13:1-38 14*6-27;  26:15-19;  Galatians  2rf-10 


-  sonallv  He  spoke  in  ^ H  In 

D'Ztana  Simmons  lived  118  Paul's  native  Hebrew  di 

vs  without  a  heart.  That's  dialect  (Saoul  as  Patterson  m 
;ht — with  no  heart,  opposed  to  Luke's  else-  tn 

xording  to  reporter  Rasha  where  reporting  the  Greek  ver-  When  Pau 
adkour  in  an  article  for  skm.  Saulos).  Cod  wants  peo-  he  purpoe* 
tsodated  Press  on  November  pie  everywhere  to  hear  the  first  New 
th,  the  fourteen-year-old  good  news  in  their  native  dear  that  ( 
Dtfred  a  needed  transplant  in  tongue.  How  can  that  happen  ness  to  the 
ly  but  R  didn't  work  property,  unless  some  become  cross-ail-  Mi 

aw  can  a  person  live  without  tural  missionaries?  Commit 

wart?  For  the  118  days  it  took  God  also  called  Paul  dramati-  While  I 
find  another  heart  to  trans-  oaOy.  He  shined  a  bright  light  the  churc 
ant  she  lived  by  means  of  that  blinded  Paul  and  He  spoke  God's  call 
ro  artificial  pumpmg'devices.  thunderously,  knocking  Paul  to  Barnabus 
D'Zhana  said,  *1  lot  Ifioe  a  the  ground.  Not  every  mission-  which  I 


Explore  the  Bible  ■ 

When  Others  Cared  for  You 

I  Thessalonians  2:17-3:13  jSk4| 

6yl^CRg - i  'Turned  ,hoH 

The  apostle  Paul  mourned  hand  of  Satan  in  frustrat- 
that  he  had  been  forced  to  leave  ing  any  plans  he  made  to  F 
the  Thessaloniara  before  he  was  return  to  Thessalonica. 
ready.  His  heart  is  still  with  The  Thessalonians  were  not 
them.  He  wanted  them  to  know  only  a  source  of  joy  here,  but 


a  alone  for  only  a  few  time  is  essential.  Christians  take  their  faith  more 

months  (my  nusband  A  man  I  used  to  know  (now  seriously  than  others,  but  being 
had  duties  elsewhere),  deceased)  wrote  affirming  words  blameless  and  holy  should  be 
a  lady  about  my  age  to  everyone  he  knew  when  the  goals  for  all  believers, 
made  it  a  point  to  recipient  did  anything  notewor-  In  one  transient  church  involv- 
always  sit  with  me  in  thy.  Those  notes  were  treasured,  ing  many  military  families,  the 
church.  She  encour-  A  lady  in  my  present  church 
aged  me  and  made  me  called  every  member  of  the 
fed  welcome.  church  on  fi 

$en  Those  who  encour-  sang  "Happy 

age  others  may  not  real-  I  understand  she 
ize  how  much  their  kind  words  years  until  her  health  failed, 
and  actions  can  mean.  Christian  Loving  Prayers 

friends  are  priceless.  It  is  so  good  to  express 

Affirming  Words  love  for  God  and  for  others  in 

hen  we  see  those  in  Timothy  brought  reassuring  prayer.  Paul'spray 
horn  we  led  to  confess  news  about  fire  Thessalonians.  diction  in  1  Tnessa 
e  Lord  Jesus!  They  were  standing  firm  in  spite  beautiful  example. 

[>uraging  People  of  the  persecution  Paul  knew  overflowed  for  the  new  believers, 

y  was  sent  back  to  would  come.  They  had  fond  In  verse  13  his  prayer  is  for 
ks  when  Paul  could  no  memories  of  Paul  and  wanted  to  the  Lord  to  “make  your  hearts 
nd  not  knowing  their  see  him  again.  These  affirming  blameless  in  holiness  before  our 
Me  are  not  told  exactly  words  brought  joy  to  Paul  God  a  J 

could  not  go  himselt  Paul  prayed  earnestly  for  fire  our  l 
rntiy  it  was  due  to  per-  Thessalonians.  He  longed  to  see  saints 
Timothy's  absence  left  them  grow  spiritually, 
for  a  tune.  Paul  was  How  we  should  pray  for 
to  know  that  the  others!  I'm  afraid  we  modem 
dans  were  standing  Christians  don't  take  prayer 
dr  faith.  requests  as  seriously  as  we 

ungs  do  mean  a  lot  In  should.  Individual  prayer 


custom  was  to  surround  the 

_  __  _  departing  member  or  family  on 

reir  birthday  and  their  last  Sunday.  Hands  were 
Birthday"  to  than,  laid  on  shoulders  as  fire  pastor  or 
this  for  someone  else  prayed  for  them. 

Parents  would  get  their  children 
from  fire  nursery  so  they  would 
our  be  included  on  these  occasions. 

Loving  prayer  for  one  anoth- 
and  bene-  er  is  such  a  blessing.  Prayer  can 
nians  is  a  melt  cold  hearts  and  bring 
His  love  about  reconciliation.  I  know 
about  one  situation  where 
prayer  broke  the  barrier  of  dis¬ 
agreement  between  two  fami¬ 
lies.  The  result  brought  revival 
rer  at  the  coming  of  to  that  church. 

>sus  with  all  His  The  prophet  Samuel  said, 

v _ B).  This  "holiness"  "Moreover  as  for  me,  God  forbid 

comes  from  a  relationship  wifi:  that  I  should  sin  against  the  Lord 
the  Lord  and  is  seen  through  fire  in  ceasing  to  pray  for  you"  (I 
actions  of  fire  believer.  It  is  not  Samuel  12:23  KjV).  May  we  go 
possible  on  our  own,  but  it  is  and  do  likewise. 


scapa-,  building- ,  or  object-only  photogi 
m  ^  wiH  be  printed.  Newa  Itama  and/or 

4  M  ^  >  tographs  can  be  published  one  time 

News  Rems  end/or  photographs  dap 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  o< 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Dei 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  pr 
submitted  as  a  JPEG  fit  via  either  (a)  e-mail,  requested  publication  date. 

(b)  three-and-a-hdf  Inch  floppy  dak,  or  (c)  CO.  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensltlv 

Photos  must  be  daw,  sharp,  and  weWghted.  be  published  on  a  space-available  b 
Cel  phone  photographs  end  other  low  reeokh  Submit  news  and  photographs  tc 
Hon  Rama  are  generally  not  publishable.  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jeckacx 
Photographs  oan  not  be  relumed  Pteeee  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E 
do  not  atfach  photoe  wMt  tape  or  staples.  baptlstreoordOmbcb.org. 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  In  The  f  ^ 

Baptist  Record  muat  be  eRher  (a)  typewrit- 
ten.  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardzed 
forma  provided  by  the  newspaper.  Al  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  In  writing;  no  articles  ,  .  . 

wi  be  eocepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  condae.  Include 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  whet,  when,  where  details  of 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
tamed  m  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number.  ^ 
meH  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats.  Photographs  may  be  odor  or  black  and 
no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted,  white.  Instant  photos  end  djgRd  PrtntcuXs  are 
Photooraph  attachments  are  permissible  not  reprodjdbie.  Digital  photos  may  be  usod  if 


Pro-lifers  anxiously  await  new  president.  Congress 


damental  right"  for  women  and  ensure 
that  abortion  remains  legal  even  if  Roe 

i  I  •  «  ■  M 


v.  Wade  someday  is  overturned.  Roe  v. 
Wade  was  the  test  case  in  1973  that 
allowed  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to 
legalize  abortion  during  all  nine  months 
of pregnancy. 

•  FOCA  would  once  again  legalize 
partial-birth  abortion,  when  a  full- 
formed  baby  ready  to  be  bom  is  partial- 


ly  delivered  and  then  killed  by  suction¬ 
ing  the  baby's  brains  from  the  skull. 
Partial-birth  abortion  is  currently  pro¬ 
hibited,  with  exceptions. 

•  FOCA  would  nullify  all  restrictions 
on  abortion  such  as  waiting  periods  and 
parental  notification  laws. 

•  FOCA  would  likely  require  taxpay¬ 
er  funding  of  abortion. 

Pro-abortion  activists  thought  they  had 
the  votes  to  pass  FOCA  when  President 
Bill  Gin  ton  took  office  in  1993  with  a  pro¬ 
abortion  Congress,  but  pro-lifers  success¬ 
fully  killed  it.  It  was  re-introduced  in  the 
current  Congress  the  day  after  the  US. 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  federal  ban  on 
partial-birth  abortion,  with  supporters  of 
the  bill  championing  the  legislation 
because  it  would  reverse  the  ban. 

Even  though  Obama  won't  be  inau¬ 
gurated  until  Jan.  20,  pro-life  groups 
already  are  educating  and  mobilizing 
their  constituents.  Americans  United 
for  Life  launched  a  website, 
FightFoca.com,  with  an  online  peti¬ 
tion  that  has  accumulated  more  than 
300,000  signatures  opposing  the  bill. 

National  Right  to  Life  also  has  a 
petition  (www.nrlc.org)  that  can  be 
printed  out  and  mailed  to  the  group's 


Bush's  abortion  executive  orders  threatened 

a  .  . 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Rules  bar-  research  that  results  In  the  destruc-  sates  of  taxpayer  funding  of  groups 
Ing  federal  funds  for  abortion  promo-  tion  of  embryos.  mat  promote  abortion  in  foreign  coun¬ 

ion  overseas  and  embryonic  stem  cell  Those  policies  are  "particularly  tries  as  a  method  of  family  planning, 
esearch  appear  to  be  die  likely  pro-life  vulnerable  to  unilateral  action  by  Johnson  told  BP.  The  result  of  repeal- 
argets  for  reversal  by  executive  orders  Obama,  said  Douglas  Johnson,  long-  ing  diet  rule  "will  be  to  take  [money] 
rom  President-elect  Barack  Obama.  time  legislative  director  for  the  away  from  groups  that  are  promoting 
After  he  is  sworn  in  Jan.  20  as  the  NatkmalRight  to  Life  Committee.  "I  contraception  and  give  it  to  groups 
4th  U.S.  president,  Obama  could  expect  he  will  nullify  the  Mexico  City  diet  are  promoting  abortion,"  he  said, 
esdnd  without  congressional  action  Pollc^  nght  away"  and  "will  quickly  president  Bill  Qinton  rescinded  the 
hose  policies  now  in  effect.  Pro-lifers  dismantle"  the  ban  on  funding  of  Mexico  City  Policy  when-  he  took 
ear  he  could  overturn  both  within  embryonic  stem  cell  research  (ESCR),  office  in  1993.  After  Bush  was  inaugu- 
lays  after  taking  office.  Johnson  told  Baptist  Press.  rated  in  2001,  he  restored  the  rule  Ini- 

Tm  very  concerned  that  President-  Kristen  Day,  executive  director  of  tiated  by  President  Reagan  and  contin- 
slect  Obama,  having  tacked  to  die  cen-  Democrats  for  Life  of  America,  also  ued  by  Bush's  father.  The  policy  was 
er  on  economic  and  foreign  policy,  will  expressed  pessimism  about  the  named  after  the  city  at  which  it  was 

ack  hard  left  on  sodel  issues  such  as  Mexico  Ci ty  Policy's  survival,  annour  *  - ' 

he  right  to  life  in  order  to  placate  his  "Unfortunately,  Tm  not  sure  we  can  Oba 
adical  leftist  supporters,"  said  Richard  win  that  one/Day  told  BP.  anothe 

.  -  -a—!*  *  *  ^however,  about  ipated 


hospitals  could  face  similar  decisions. 

Such,  a  move  could  have  a  dramatic 
impact*on  the  health  care-  svfctem.  In 
his  Nov.  12  Washington  Update  e-mail 
Tony  Perkins  of  the  Family  Research 
Council  cited  statistics  from  conserva¬ 
tive  blojgger  Ed  Morrissey  and  wrote, 
"Catholics  run  more  than  550  hospitals 
and  415  clinics  in  America,  spending 
billions  out  of  pocket  to  help  the  disad¬ 
vantaged  get  the  care  they  need.  Under 
FOCA,  religious  providers  would  have 
two  options:  either  comply  with  the 
abortion  mandate  or  end  their  services 
completely.  Is  Congress  so  intent  on 
appeasing  Planned  Parenthood  that  it 
would  jeopardize  the  health  care  of  90 
million  Americans?  We'll  see." 

The  good  news  for  pro-lifers  is  that 
the  billhas  not  passed  the  House  or 
Senate  this  Congress,  much  less  made 
it  through  a  committee. 


with  the  antic- 
rsa.  The  Bush 


Ethics  at  Religious  Liberty  Commission  retaining 

inNihville.*  praythat my  fears  will  funding8  _ 

not  be  confirmed."  research  (rule]  is  where  we  are 

One  rule,  which  was  first  instituted  focused/she  said.  "I  think  [reversing 
in  1984  and  is  known  as  the  Mexico  the  ESCR  funding  ban]  would  be 
City  Policy,  prohibits  grants  to  orga-  something  realistically  that  would  be 
nizations  that  promote  or  perform  a  good  one  not  to  do.  We're  pushing 
abortions  in  foreign  countries.  The  the  administration  not  to  [rescind  It]. 
other  order,  issued  oy  President  Bush  Hie  effect  of  a  reversal  of  the  Mexico  gnab 
in  2001,  bans  funds  for  stem  cell  City  Policy  "will  be  to  open  the  flood 


(UNFPA)  for  •  seven  consecutive 
years,  based  on  the  agency's  support 
of  China's  coercive  population-con¬ 
trol  program.  Next  year,  congression¬ 
al  passage  of  funds  tor  UNFPA  would 

_ _ to  send  the  money  on 

to  the  controversial  agency. 
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